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Institutional Catalog
     This Institutional Catalog serves as the governing and theological framework for the educational mission of Shulamite Ministries. It articulates a carefully ordered and prayerfully developed eleven-year pathway of ministerial formation, designed to guide called men and women from foundational biblical literacy into mature scholarly and ecclesial leadership. 
     This progression reflects our conviction that faithful ministry is cultivated through both spiritual formation, disciplined study, historical awareness, and reverent submission to Holy Scripture, pursued under the lordship of Jesus Christ and for the edification of His Church.


The Institute for Biblical & Historical Excellence

Mission Statement
     The mission of the Institute for Biblical & Historical Excellence (IBHE) is to equip Bishops, Preachers, Evangelists, Pastors, and Teachers with the linguistic competence, historical understanding and theological discernment necessary to serve the global Church with wisdom, humility, and fidelity to the Scriptures. Through rigorous, primary-source-based scholarship grounded in the life of the Church, we seek to form servant-leaders who are rightly dividing the Word of Truth and faithfully shepherding God’s people across generations and cultures.


Degree Programs of Study

Associate of Arts (A.A.) in Biblical Foundations
“The Foundation of the Calling”
     The Associate of Arts in Biblical Foundations is designed to establish students upon a firm spiritual and intellectual footing, cultivating biblical literacy, disciplined study habits, and personal spiritual formation. This program serves those who sense a call to ministry and desire to understand the Scriptures as a unified redemptive narrative, rightly interpreted and faithfully lived.
Duration: Two years (60 credit hours)
Program Emphasis: English Bible mastery, spiritual formation, and academic writing
Educational Outcome:
Graduates of the A.A. program demonstrate a comprehensive grasp of the overarching story of Scripture and the ability to engage the biblical text thoughtfully and reverently. Students completing this degree are prepared to advance into upper-division theological studies with confidence, humility, and disciplined habits of learning.
Representative Courses:
Old and New Testament Surveys, English Composition, Inductive Bible Study


Bachelor of Arts (B.A.) in Biblical Studies & Christian History
“The Tools of the Trade”
     The Bachelor of Arts in Biblical Studies & Christian History equips students with the essential scholarly tools necessary for serious theological engagement and informed ministry. Building upon the foundation laid at the associate level, this program introduces students to the original language of the New Testament, the theological frameworks of the Church, and the historical development of Christian belief and practice.
Duration: Two additional years beyond the A.A. (120 credit hours total)
Program Emphasis: Koine Greek, systematic theology, and church history
Educational Outcome:
Graduates begin translating the Greek New Testament, engage theological doctrines with historical awareness, and develop an informed understanding of the early Church’s formation and witness. The B.A. program prepares students for advanced theological study and for thoughtful, historically grounded ministry within the life of the Church.
Representative Courses:
Elementary Greek I & II, Western Civilization, Systematic Theology


Master of Arts (M.A.) in Biblical & Historical Studies
“The Mastery of Method”
     The Master of Arts in Biblical & Historical Studies is intended for students who are called to deeper academic rigor and theological reflection in service to the Church. This program emphasizes methodological precision, advanced engagement with Scripture, and disciplined historical research, forming ministers who are able to teach, write, and lead with scholarly integrity.
Duration: Two years (36 credit hours)
Prerequisites: Bachelor’s degree and one to two years of Greek study
Program Emphasis: Intermediate Greek syntax, hermeneutical theory, and historical theology
Educational Outcome:
Students completing the M.A. degree demonstrate the ability to sustain an extended academic argument through the completion of a sixty-page master’s thesis. Graduates are equipped to engage primary sources responsibly and to contribute thoughtfully to theological discourse within ecclesial and academic contexts.
Representative Courses:
Intermediate Greek Syntax, Historical Theology: Key Dogmas, Research Prolegomena


Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) in Theological Studies
“The Advancement of Truth”
     The Doctor of Philosophy in Theological Studies represents the highest level of scholarly formation offered by the Institute. This program is reserved for those called to the work of advanced theological research, teaching, and ecclesial leadership. Doctoral candidates are trained to engage Scripture and historical theology at the level of original contribution, serving the Church through disciplined scholarship and faithful stewardship of truth.
Duration: Seven years (48 credit hours)
Prerequisites: Master’s degree in theology and demonstrated Greek proficiency
Program Emphasis: Advanced Greek exegesis and historical theology through primary-source research
Educational Outcome:
Doctoral candidates produce a book-length academic dissertation that contributes new insight to the field of historical theology. Graduates are equipped to serve as scholar-ministers, teachers, and guardians of doctrinal continuity within the life of the Church.
Instructional Model:
Hybrid and modular format, combining intensive seminars with supervised remote research


Academic Standards & Language Track
     The IBHE maintains a comprehensive academic framework designed to cultivate ministers who are both spiritually grounded and intellectually disciplined. Our curriculum is intentionally structured to reflect a principle we call Linguistic Escalation—a progressive mastery of Scripture that moves the student from faithful reading to responsible interpretation, and ultimately to scholarly authority in service of the Church.
     This model recognizes that sound doctrine and faithful ministry are sustained through careful engagement with the biblical text, increasing precision in language, and reverent attentiveness to the historical witness of the people of God.

The Linguistic Escalation Model
· Associate Level (A.A.) — Mastery of the English Text
At the foundational level, students are trained to read, interpret, and apply the English Bible with clarity and theological sensitivity. Emphasis is placed on understanding Scripture as a unified redemptive narrative, cultivating habits of careful reading, disciplined study, and devotional attentiveness.
· Bachelor Level (B.A.) — Acquisition of Koine Greek
At the undergraduate level, students begin formal study of Koine Greek, focusing on morphology and vocabulary. This stage equips students to engage the New Testament in its original language, fostering greater interpretive accuracy and a deeper appreciation for the text’s theological nuance.
· Master’s Level (M.A.) — Application of the Greek Text
Graduate-level study emphasizes intermediate Greek syntax and exegetical method. Students learn to apply linguistic knowledge to sustained textual analysis, integrating hermeneutical theory with historical theology in order to teach and write with scholarly precision and pastoral responsibility.
· Doctoral Level (Ph.D.) — Authority in the Greek Tradition
At the doctoral stage, students are trained to exercise authoritative command of the Greek text through advanced discourse analysis, historical reception, and primary-source research. This level prepares scholar‑ministers to contribute original work to the field of historical theology while serving as faithful stewards of the Church’s doctrinal inheritance.

Academic Integrity and Ministerial Formation
     Though the IBHE operates as a non-profit and non-accredited institution, it is committed to academic standards that rival those of traditional seminaries. This rigor is pursued not for prestige, but for faithfulness—to ensure that those who teach and lead the Church are rightly formed, deeply rooted, and able to “rightly divide the Word of Truth.”
     Our academic standards are therefore inseparable from our pastoral vision: that scholarship should serve the Church, strengthen the faithful, and glorify God through truth rightly understood and humbly proclaimed.


The Specialized Ministry Tracks (Doctoral Level)
     Upon reaching the doctoral stage of study, candidates enter a season of focused vocational discernment. Recognizing that the Church is served through diverse offices and callings, the Institute provides Specialized Ministry Tracks that allow doctoral research to be shaped in accordance with the candidate’s ecclesial role and ministerial responsibility. These tracks are not alternative degrees, but distinct pathways of scholarly emphasis, each united by a shared commitment to theological fidelity, historical continuity, and service to the Body of Christ.
     Doctoral candidates select a specialization that aligns with their calling, oversight, and long‑term service within the Church.
The Bishop’s Track (Ecclesiology)
     The Bishop’s Track is designed for those called to spiritual oversight, governance, and doctrinal guardianship within the Church. This track emphasizes the historical and theological foundations of ecclesial authority, pastoral oversight, and church order, drawing deeply from patristic sources and the lived tradition of the historic Church.
Scholarly Emphasis:
Ecclesiology, patristic theology, church governance, and historical models of episcopal oversight
Ministerial Aim:
Graduates of the Bishop’s Track are formed as shepherd‑theologians—leaders equipped to guard doctrine, order the life of the Church faithfully, and exercise oversight with wisdom, humility, and historical awareness.
The Preacher’s Track (Kerygmatic Theology)
     The Preacher’s Track is intended for those called to the ministry of proclamation, teaching, and evangelistic witness. This specialization focuses on the theological and historical development of Christian preaching, rhetoric, and proclamation, equipping scholar‑preachers to declare the gospel with clarity, faithfulness, and persuasive power.
Scholarly Emphasis:
History of rhetoric, homiletics, missiology, and the theology of proclamation
Ministerial Aim:
Graduates of the Preacher’s Track are formed as faithful heralds of the Word—ministers whose preaching is deeply rooted in Scripture, informed by the Church’s tradition, and responsive to the missional demands of their time.


Unity of Scholarship and Service
     While distinct in emphasis, each Specialized Ministry Track shares a common commitment: that advanced scholarship must serve the Church. Doctoral research within every track is pursued not merely for academic contribution, but for the strengthening of Christ’s Body, the faithful transmission of doctrine, and the wise leadership of God’s people.
Through these specialized pathways, the Institute seeks to form scholar‑ministers who are not only competent in research, but trustworthy in office—men and women prepared to serve the Church with truth, courage, and pastoral faithfulness.


Institutional Values
     The IBHE is guided by enduring theological convictions and ministerial commitments that shape every aspect of its curriculum, governance, and academic life. These values reflect our understanding that faithful ministry arises from the integration of right belief, right practice, historical rootedness, and disciplined scholarship, all pursued for the glory of God and the edification of His Church.
Orthodoxy and Orthopraxy
     We affirm that sound doctrine and faithful living are inseparable. Right belief must issue forth in right practice, and theological understanding must be embodied in lives marked by holiness, humility, and service. Our instruction therefore seeks not only to inform the mind, but to shape the character and conduct of those who lead within the Church.
     Students are trained to confess the historic faith of the Church with clarity and conviction, while also learning to apply that faith wisely within the pastoral, ecclesial, and missional realities of ministry.
Historical Continuity
     We are committed to the conviction that the Church does not invent her faith anew in every generation, but receives, preserves, and faithfully transmits “the faith once delivered to the saints.” Accordingly, our curriculum is deeply rooted in the study of Scripture as received and interpreted within the living tradition of the Church.
     By engaging the voices of the past—especially the Scriptures, the early Church, and the great theological witnesses of history—students learn to navigate the challenges of the present with discernment, humility, and theological stability. We study the past not out of nostalgia, but out of faithfulness, believing that historical continuity guards the Church’s future.
Scholarly Rigor in Service to the Church
     Though the Institute operates as a non‑profit and non‑accredited institution, it is firmly committed to scholarly standards that rival those of traditional seminaries. Academic rigor is pursued not for recognition or prestige, but as an act of stewardship—to ensure that those entrusted with teaching, preaching, and oversight are adequately prepared and unashamed in their handling of the Word of God.
     Our scholarship is intentionally oriented toward service. Research, language study, and historical inquiry are undertaken so that ministers may teach with accuracy, preach with integrity, and lead with confidence rooted in truth.
A Unifying Vision
     Together, these institutional values form a unified vision: to cultivate faithful scholar‑ministers who love the Church, honor the Scriptures, respect the wisdom of the past, and serve God’s people with clarity, courage, and pastoral wisdom.
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